



IN    THE    CIRCUIT    COURT    OF    THE    TWENTIETH    JUDICIAL    CIRCUIT    IN    AND   FOR LEE COUNTY,  FLORIDA                                                                                                   PROBATE  ACTION

IN RE THE GUARDIANSHIP OF:

								CASE NO.
___________________________________/

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNSEL FOR 
PROPOSED GUARDIAN OF A MINOR’S PROPERTY

            The undersigned is an attorney representing the proposed Guardian of the property of a minor in this case, or in a cause of action in which the minor has an interest.   The undersigned has read and understands the following:

1.  I have reviewed the “Acknowledgment of Proposed Guardian of a Minor’s Property” with the proposed Guardian and have explained the obligations of a Guardian to the proposed Guardian.

	2.  If any cash is due to the child from any cause of action or otherwise, I understand that the cash must either be deposited in an account under §69.031, or a Petition to set a bond must be filed and a bond amount approved and a guardian’s bond posted. If no bond is sought, the Court will require compliance with §69.031, which means (1) a Petition must be filed to designate a depository and (2) an Order designating a depository must be entered.  Further, the depository must file its (3) Acceptance of the designation under §69.031[4] within 15 days.  Finally, the depository must also file (4) a receipt for any cash the depository receives from this guardianship.  The receipt must identify the numbers of the accounts to which guardianship funds are deposited and must acknowledge the funds are held under §69.031 and that the funds may not be withdrawn from the depository without a Court Order authorizing the withdrawal.  Either the Acknowledgment or the receipt, or preferable both, must acknowledge that the depository is liable for any loss to the guardianship if the funds are withdrawn from any to which guardianship funds were deposited without a prior Court Order.  The Acceptance and the receipt must be signed by an Officer of the depository.  See, e.g., FLSSI Bar Forms No. G-4.081, G-4.086, G-4.082 and G-4.091, which are suggested but are not mandatory.
 
3.  As Counsel for the Guardian, I will assist the Guardian to see that any cash due to the child is in fact deposited with the depository and the depository’s receipt is filed in the court file. I understand that a Petition to approve the payment of any attorney’s fees, whether as part of any settlement or otherwise, will not be approved until compliance with §69.031 is demonstrated in the court file or a Guardian’s Bond approved by the Court has been posted.    
	4.  I have advised the Guardian that a willful violation, a Court Order or a willful failure to carry out a Court Order, may result in contempt proceedings against the Guardian for which the Guardian can be fined or sentenced to jail.

Dated:______________________			____________________________________								Attorney for Proposed Guardian
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